
 
High Level Afghan Business Delegation Visits Kuwait 

 
A high level official business delegation composed of 20 top Afghan businesspeople 
visited Kuwait on March 4-7 2008 as a follow up to President Hamid Karzai’s state visit 
to that brotherly country in December 2007.  

 
The delegation headed by Dr. Omar Zakhilwal, President & CEO of Afghanistan 
Investment Support Agency (AISA), met with His Highness Nasir Muhammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Prime Minister of Kuwait, the State Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, Mr. Rasheed Al-Tabtabaei, Director General of Kuwait Fund, Mr. Abdulwahab 
Al-Bader, Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Ali 
Mohammaed Al-Ghanim, Chairman of the Al-Sayer Group, Mr. Naser Mohamed Al 
Sayer and Chairmen and CEOs of many other prominent Kuwaiti business groups.  

 
The main purpose of the visit was to invite Kuwaiti businesspeople to take advantage of 
business and investment opportunities in Afghanistan and to discuss practical steps to 
make that happen. The response of the Kuwaiti business community was overwhelmingly 
positive according to Dr. Zakhilwal. “I was pleasantly surprised to see how prepared the 
Afghan delegation was for this very important visit and how eager the Kuwaiti side was 
for counter-parting with the Afghans not only for business and investing in Afghanistan 
but also in the greater Central Asia as well as Middle East. I also was very impressed by 
intimate knowledge His Highness the Prime Minister of Kuwait expressed about 
investment opportunities in Afghanistan”, said Dr. Zakhilwal.  

 
Dr. Zakhilwal added that the Prime Minister also expressed his strong support to 
encourage the Kuwaiti business community to invest in Afghanistan. He said his 
government will be interested in financing some prominent investment projects.  

 
The Afghan delegation consisted mostly of prominent Afghan businesspeople who are 
not only Afghanistan’s top entrepreneurs in Afghanistan in various sectors but also as 
such in the greater Central Asia, Russia and the UAE. It included well-known respected 
businesspeople such as Sherkhan Farnood, Abdulrahman Alokozay, Haji Aliakbar 
Zhwandai, Zmarai Kamgar, Habib Gulzar, Abdul Ghafar Dawi, Mahmood Karzai, Haji 
Obaidullah Sadarkhel, Haji Alikhan, Saadat Mansoor Naderi, Dawood Jabarkhyl, 
Ibrahim Mohib, Atiqullah Ahmady, Ahmad Shah Afghanzay and Habiburrahman.  
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Each of the delegation members carried with them specific business and development 
proposals that were shared with Kuwaiti counterparts to convince them for joint ventures 
and other shared business activities not only in Afghanistan but also in countries they are 
currently successfully operating in. According to Dr. Zakhilwal, this was “one of those 
trips that will certainly bear fruit.” “We have every intention to follow this up and I am 
very confident that we will have some major Kuwaiti investment in Afghanistan soon”, 
concluded Dr. Zakhilwal.   


